Development Aid and Politics

ICP 309
Class Schedule (location) 

        
Mon: 12:45 (225)
Wed: 12:45 (223)
Instructor   Medet Tiulegenov

 

Contact Information
            e-mail:              tiulegenov_m@auca.mail.kg 

            phone:              66 34 75

Course objectives

is to introduce students to the political aspects of development aid and to enable them to contextualize discussions about development aid and politics

Course description

The course is aimed at giving an overview of political aspects of the foreign aid. It will cover this through discussion how political processes affect aid depending on donors’ mandate, status, a geopolitical situation, etc. A considerable part of the course would cover issues of interrelation between recipient country’s political situation and development aid. The course would be heavily based on practical cases which would supplement some theoretical overview of what constitutes development and its political aspects. 

Within the course students are expected to write two papers – an essay about a development issue (4-5 pages), and a policy paper (7-8 pages) about the particular issue/development agency. Students would also prepare a short (10 min) presentation about the ongoing issue related to development and will participate the debate on a controversial development issue. Besides that students are expected to participate actively in class discussions.

Student Learning Outcomes

· basic knowledge about theories explaining political aspects of development aid

· familiarity about different types of development aid and development organizations

· ability to relate concepts of aid and politics to the context of Central Asian region

· to undertake research 

· enhanced written and oral communicative skills 

Assignments 
· Essay 


30%
· Policy paper

40%
· Case presentation 
10%

· Class participation
15%
Debate 

5%

· Course Schedule
I. Introduction and actors
Week 1 (September 3 – 9) Introduction 
Introduction  to the course. No readings assigned 

Week 2 (September 10 – 16) Aid and Politics 

Raymond Hopkins. Political Economy of Aid. In: Foreign aid and development : lessons learnt and directions for the future. Edited by Finn Tarp, Routledge, London and New York: 2000
Critical Perspective (7). In: Paula Hoy. Players and issues in international aid. Kumarian Press, 1998 

Week 3 (September 17 – 23) History of Aid

Caroline Robb. Changing Power Relations History of Aid. In Inclusive aid: changing power and relationships in international development. Edited by Leslie Groves and Rachel Hinton. Earthscan 2005

Aid’s purposes: A Brief History. In: Carol Lacaster, Foreign Aid. Diplomatic, Development, Domestic Politics. The University of Chicago Press, 2007  

Peter Hjertholm and Howard White. Foreign Aid in Historical Perspective. In: Foreign aid and development : lessons learnt and directions for the future. Edited by Finn Tarp, Routledge, London and New York: 2000

Week 4 (September 24 – 30) Players: Banks and Multilaterals

World Bank and Regional Development Banks (2). In: Paula Hoy. Players and issues in international aid. Kumarian Press, 1998

The European Union’s Development Policy: Shifting Priorities in a Rapidly Changing World. In: Perspectives on European development co-operation : policy and performance of individual countries and the EU. Edited by Paul Hoebink and Olav Stokke. Rouledge, London and New York: 2005  

Good Governance as Technology: Towards an Ethnography of the Bretton Woods Institutions. In: The Aid Effect. Edited by David Mosse and David Lewis, Pluto Press, 2005  
Week 5 (October 1 – 7) Players: Bi-laterals

US Government Assistance (1). In: Paula Hoy. Players and issues in international aid. Kumarian Press, 1998 

Alan Rix. The Philosophy of Japan’s Foreign Aid. In: Japan's foreign aid challenge : policy reform and aid leadership. Alan Rix London: Routledge, 1993
Week 6 (October 8 – 14) Players: NGOs and Aid

The concentration of NGOs. An evolutionary economic geography approach. In Dirk-Jan Koch. Aid from International NGOs. Blind spots on the aid allocation maps. Routledge, 2009

Northern NGOs (5). In: Paula Hoy. Players and issues in international aid. Kumarian Press, 1998 

Southern NGOs (6). In: Paula Hoy. Players and issues in international aid. Kumarian Press, 1998 

II. Issues in the Politics of Aid
Week 7 (October 15 – 21) Democracy promotion and political aid

Political Aid: A Comparative Perspective (ch 5). In Gordon Crawford. Foreign aid and political reform : a comparative analysis of democracy assistance and political conditionality. Palgrave, 2001

Week 8 (October 22 – 28) Human Rights and Elections 

Donor’s Human Rights Policies (part 1) In: Katarina Tomaševski. Between sanctions and elections: aid donors and their human rights performance London, UK: Pinter Publishers, 1997
Enter Electoralism (part 3). In: Katarina Tomaševski. Between sanctions and elections: aid donors and their human rights performance London, UK: Pinter Publishers, 1997
Essays are due Oct 28, 10 pm
Week 9 (October 29 – November 4) Conditionality, Sanctions and Aid

Sanctions imposed (ch 7). In Gordon Crawford. Foreign aid and political reform : a comparative analysis of democracy assistance and political conditionality. Palgrave, 2001

Conditionality as a Bargaining Process (3) In: Aid and power: the World Bank and policy-based lending. Paul Mosley, Jane Harrigan, and John Toye Published London : Routledge, 1991
Influence through conditionality. In: Aid and influence: do donors help or hinder? Stephen Browne London: Earthscan, 2006
Week 10 (November 5 – 11) Environment and Aid

Billions for Earth? Patterns of Environmental Assistance (2). In: Greening aid? : understanding the environmental impact of development assistance. Edited by Robert Hicks, Bradley Parks, J. Timmons Roberts and Michael Tierney. Oxford University Press, 2008 
The Political Market for Environmental Aid: Why Some Donors are Greener Than Others (6). In: Greening aid? : understanding the environmental impact of development assistance. Edited by Robert Hicks, Bradley Parks, J. Timmons Roberts and Michael Tierney. Oxford University Press, 2008 
Week 11 (November 12 – 18) Conflicts and aid

Ronald J. Herring and Milton J. Esman. Projects and Policies, Politics and Ethnicities. In Carrots, sticks, and ethnic conflict: rethinking development assistance. Edited by Milton J. Esman and Ronald J. Herring. The University of Michigan Press, 2003

Tony Addison, Aid and Conflict. In: Foreign aid and development : lessons learnt and directions for the future. Edited by Finn Tarp, Routledge, London and New York: 2000

Week 12 (November 19 – 25) Gender in Aid

Lisa Ann Richey. Gender Equality and Foreign Aid. In: Foreign aid and development : lessons learnt and  directions for the future. Edited by Finn Tarp, Routledge, London and  New York: 2000 
The Agenda for Social Change. In: Lina Abirafeh. Gender and International Aid in Afghanistan. The Politics and Effects of Intervention. McFarland and Co, 2009
III. Issues in Development

Week 13 (November 26 – December 2) Aid’s projects, programs and coordination
Paul Mosley and Marion Eeckhout. From Project Aid to Programme Assistance. In: Foreign aid and development : lessons learnt and directions for the future. Edited by Finn Tarp, Routledge, London and New York: 2000 

Week 14 (December 3 – 9) Ownership of Aid

Rosalind Eyben. Who Owns a Poverty Reduction Strategy? A Case Study of Power, Instruments and Relationships in Bolivia. In Inclusive aid: changing power and relationships in international development. Edited by Leslie Groves and Rachel Hinton. Earthscan 2005

Week 15 (December 10 – 16) Accountability of Aid’s Work

Rosalind Eyben and Claire Ferguson. How Can Donors Become More Accountable to Poor People? In Inclusive aid: changing power and relationships in international development. Edited by Leslie Groves and Rachel Hinton. Earthscan 2005


Policy papers are due Dec 16, 10 pm
Policies 
Plagiarism

Plagiarism, cheating and other forms of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. If you are unfamiliar with the definition of plagiarism, please read AUCA Code of Student Rights, Responsibilities and Conduct.
The AUCA will soon adapt changes into the policy on academic honesty. The new rules will be explained to the class, but students should keep in mind that if a student is caught with a case of intentional plagiarism, the softest punishment would be an F for the assignment. If a student was caught with plagiarism in past, s/he may face F for the course, suspension from the university. Seminar tutor will provide a special session on plagiarism and ways to avoid it. Whenever you have questions or doubts, simply approach instructors and ask. We will always be happy to explain. 

Late submissions

Students are expected to duly respect all deadlines for submitting papers, essays and other types of homework. All due dates are announced beforehand, and are believed to provide sufficient time for preparing and submitting required works. The importance of respecting deadlines is related to 1) creating equal conditions for all students; 2) better organization of overall teaching and learning process. 

Late submissions will be penalized, with deduction of 10% of the grade per day. Any submission which is late for more than 10 minutes will be considered as one-day late paper. In cases of force majeure circumstances (serious illness etc.), a student is expected to provide documented evidence. ICP department reserves the right to check these evidences.

Besides the above policies it is expected that students cannot not be late for classes and use cell phones in the class; may leave if needed the class when it is in progress only in urgent cases, but one at a time and not when class has just started; should come and find an instructor anytime they have questions (either in the office or via e-mail) 
