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OCO3HAHHOCTD — KAUECTBO 3HAHMH, HAXO/AMEECS BO B3AMMOCBA3H CO BCEMHU IPYTHMU
KauecTBaMy 3HaHUI. Ha (hopMUpOBaHNE OCO3HAHHOCTH BIUAIOT TITyOMHA, CACTEMATUYHOCTb,
CHUCTEMHOCTb, ONIEPATUBHOCTb ¥ THOKOCTD. [10CIEIHNE /1BA U3 HUX, B CBOIO OYEPE/Ib, CAMU
34BUCAT OT OCO3HAHHOCTH. OCO3HAHHOCTb OKA3IBACT BIIMSTHUE HA TAKUE KAYCCTBA, KAK PA3-
BEPHYTOCTb, CBEPHYTOCTb, 0O00MEHHOCTh, KOHKPETHOCTb ¥ IPOYHOCTD.

[TIpOYHOCTB (POPMUPYETCA P HATUUNAY CIEAYIOMUX KAYECTB: OCO3HAHHOCTD, OTEPa-
THUBHOCTB, THOKOCTb, CHCTEMHOCTb, CUCTEMATHYHOCTb.

Bce BBIMEU3NOKEHHOE MOKA3BIBAET, YTO BCE CBA3HM MEKY KAYECTBAMU 3HAHUH HEPAB-
HOMEpPHBL [ (POPMUPOBAHUSA ONPE/EIECHHBIX KAYECTB HEOOXOAMMO HATUYKE JPYTUX,
KOTOPBIE, B CBOIO OYEPE/Ib, BANAIOT HA TPETHH WU XKE (POPMHUPYIOTCSA BMECTE C IPYTUMH,
B 3ABMCUMOCTH OT YPOBHS YCBOEHUSA 3HAHUI. SHAHUE TUX CBA3EN IIOMOIA€T YCTAHOBUTD,
KAKHE Ka4eCTBa MEHEE C(POPMUPOBAHBL, ¥ YK43aTh T€ KAYECTBA, KOTOPBIE HEOOXOAMUMBI JIS
UxX (POPMUPOBAHUA. M3y9eHNE ITUX CBA3EH TIOMOTAET JOCTHKEHHIO TOTHONCHHBIX 3HAHUIT
CO BCEMH BBIIIETIEPEUUCJICHHBIMU KAUECTBAMHU.
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The TOEFL Exam as a Supplementary Source for
Spreading American Studies

American Studies is a tremendous realm, the greatest value of which is the diversity of themes
covered. The majority of colleges and universities across the world offer both undergraduate and
postgraduate programs in American Studies, which seek to master the exhaustive information
in all the areas mentioned. At the same time, American Studies pursues the development of
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critical, creative and “diverse™ thinking by making connections and building bridges among
all these multi-sided aspects of the American Studies experience, both past and present. The
field provides stimulating opportunities that are crucial to professional work in any field,
guaranteeing helpful skills to undergraduate and postgraduate students — skills which must
be honed in order to do research, organize material, and communicate findings to others.
American Studies programs have bestowed upon students various jobs in the public sector
and government agencies, as well as a plethora of internships. The desire of many companies
and corporations to use individuals with developed skills in the field of American Studies
serves as an indicator that American Studies students have marketable skills and are successtul
career-makers. “As an interdisciplinary academic field both inside and outside the United
States, American Studies is over half a century old. Nearly 300 universities and colleges in the
United States offer B.A.s in American Studies, and about three dozen universities offer Ph.D.’s,
among them Yale, Harvard, Notre Dame, and the Universities of Michigan, Massachusetts, Texas,
Maryland, Kansas, Minnesota, lowa, Hawaii, UC Santa Cruz, and so on. Formal programs in
American Studies exist in such countries as England, Japan, India, Indonesia, Argentina, Brazil,
Australia, Germany, France, Italy, Denmark, and Sweden. Several professional associations
promote research and teaching in American Studies, including the 5,000-member American
Studies Association, founded in 1951, the Canadian Association of American Studies, the
European Association of American Studies, and the Asian Association of American Studies.”

No other realm can boast such an exhibition of intellectual efforts penetrating into so many
areas of knowledge as American Studies does: culture studies, sociology, political science, history,
linguistics, society, literature and the Arts, economics, jurisprudence, religion, music, etc.

American Studies programs offer an abundant source of reference literature and
corresponding Internet sites from which students can benefit by retrieving any information,
even interactive multi-media. One of the principle values of these resources is their ability to
spread, propagate and publicize everything about America and the American nation. Still, many
considerable active American Studies resources that exist to teach about the United States and
their people — influential teaching topics that need to be addressed, discussed and financed
propetly —are not even on the agenda of American Studies symposiums and conferences. The
example addressed herein is the TOEFL Exam.

Currently, the TOEFL Exam can be regarded as not only a linguistic tool for teaching the
English language, but also as a “treasury” of knowledge about the United States and its people.
In fact, it performs the same basic function as American Studies does - it spreads knowledge
about the US and its nation.

D. Philips conducted research on the basis of the TOEFL kit (Longman Preparation Course
for the TOEFL Test, 2003) to prove how helpful a TOEFL kit can be in publicizing information
about the USA and its nation. The results showed that the two sections (Listening and Reading)
of the TOEFLKkit contain 142 themes which refer to different elements addressed by American
Studies programs. In the course of one academic year in AUCA, a student may go through an
average of three to four TOEFL kits. Thus, the number of themes covered by a student may
increase from 426 to 568 (including supplementary materials), although that number might
be diminished if a concrete theme presented in a TOEFL kit is extended.

Although the use American Studies material as the foundation in any TOEFL kit does
not provide specialization within a certain program of American Studies, it greatly broadens
students’ outlook. In addition, the impact of any information on its potential receivers can be
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characterized not only by the final educational effect produced by this information, but also
by its “range” function — how many people this information “embraces.” From this point of
view, the TOEFL Exam is the leader, since every student will first have to prepare for the TOEFL
Exam, and then take it, before being enrolled in a college or university.

The following is a composite table of all major American Studies themes discussed in
one particular TOEFL kif® (themes are listed in the order of appearance in the TOEFL kit):

THEMES
Listening Comprehension (Part Band C) Reading Comprehension

University Life 9

People’s Communication 1 People’s Communication 1

Environment and Its Protection 3

Literature 3 Literature 6

Sociology 5 Geology 5

Geography 6 Geography 2

Holidays 1 Holidays 1

Arts (Music, Drama) 3 Arts (Music, Drama) 4

Health Care 1

History 2 History 6

Space Research 2 Space Research 4

High Technologies 1

Transportation 1 Transportation 3

Political Science 1

Physics 1 Physics 2
Astronomy 2
Education 3
Business and Economy 7
Natural Disasters 4
Medicine 6
Psychology 2
Anatomy 3
Journalism 1
Native Americans 3
Archeology 2
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As American Studies has expanded internationally, it has tended to increasingly explore
American society, its past and present, within the broader comparative and contrastive
frameworks of international studies. This development means that quite a number of programs
now include courses and concentrations on the Americas, including the study of Canada,
Mexico, the Caribbean, and Central and South America. This trend can also be traced in the
development of TOEFL material — one can sometimes come across topics in some TOEFL
kits connected, for instance, to learning about the earth rather than referring to America and
American people, but they are not numerous. In addition, most of the information that covers
topics other than America and American people is dedicated only to Canada or Mexico — those
countries bordering America. The percentage of such information in most TOEFLKits is three
to five percent. Thus, teaching TOEFL becomes even more valuable in the limelight of learning
more about the environment the students of the TOEFL exam live in.

It is desirable that the selection of material for the TOEFL kits be not so one-sided. This
circumstance could undoubtedly enrich the informational value of the TOEFL exam and make
ittrulyinternational. The TOEFL exam, along with American Studies, promotes the preparation
of students for the kinds of verified, flexible, and integrated thinking that is necessary in a
postindustrial, information-based economy and society. The principle that TOEFL material is
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practically built on is “critical interdisciplinarity.” One and the same TOEFL kit poses critical
questions on different listening and reading topic passages, which are structured according
to “interdisciplinary cooperative informative integration.”

At the same time, those people who have not specialized in American Studies programs, but
have accomplished any full TOEFL preparation course, find themselves in a privileged position
while working in American social service agencies or non-governmental organizations, since
their endeavors in mastering the TOEFL material enable them to understand and perceive the
American nation and its world mission in a more profound way. Having covered several TOEFL
kits, applicants to any faculty will get a notion of contemporary American culture and the variety
of ethnic populations with whom they might work in the future. For instance, management
students may learn something about how to work with diverse populations (even with those
which are in close contact with the American nation), and grow to understand contemporary
American culture, and the place of American culture within a global context. It means that there
should be some coherence and succession between the material of pre-university education and
the future university curriculum of students. Speaking in general, teaching TOEFL to a university
applicant or even a freshman brings additional strength to any Liberal Arts undergraduate or
postgraduate program, and provides excellent ground for the flourishing of American Studies
programs. Thanks to the fact that TOEFL is taught at most American and non-American
universities, American Studies can expect to gain more supplementary tools with which to
retain its current status as an autonomous, powetful, interdisciplinary program.

The TOEFL exam is a test with multi-disciplinary references that involves students in the
study of pluralist ways (learning about America and the American nation through the listening
and reading sections, the investigation of the grammatical structure of the English language,
and especially through the English written language — how Americans express their ideas on
paper) and of the perspectives related to understanding and interpreting American history and
culture. Getting through the TOEFL exam requires breadth of knowledge and concentrated
study. TOEFL instructors, in their turn, should provide their students with high-tech TOEFL
disciplinary methodologies and content-focused areas (including diversified aspects of the
English language such as EAP, English grammar, Conversational English, etc.) that make the
integration of their studies both feasible and efficient.

In order to provide ESL and TOEFL students with the analytical, critical, and professional
tools that are necessary to identify themselves within contemporary and historical frameworks
of US culture, those faculties which deal with teaching TOEFL could be maintained and
supervised by American Studies programs (at least informatively), helping them to meet the
various basic criteria of the university’s mission and vision statements in teaching American
studies to ESLstudents, upon which the TOEFL exam is based (here it is mandatory to mention
again that, besides its linguistic value, the TOEFL exam is auspicious in nurturing American
Studies for ESL students).

The vast majority of TOEFL kits are oriented to only those students who are already quite
experienced in English and can adapt to the TOEFL course easily. This means that those students
whose level of English is not so high lack the chance of getting some preliminary information
based on American Studies before they attend upper-intermediate or advanced TOEFL courses
orbecome an undergraduate student. The solution to this problem seems to be on the surface:
to create new TOEFL kits based on less difficult vocabulary, but still designed and designated
according to those instructional principles of the TOEFL exam which already exist.
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The diversity of TOEFL exam material greatly contributes to meeting the diversity
requirements at any university where TOEFL is taught.

Ifwe infer from what was noted previously — that the TOEFL exam really contributes to the
development and reinforcement of American Studies programs — several principal questions
come to light, namely:

¢ To work out special priorities and long-term prospective tasks for the development
of the TOEFL exam in the limelight of improving and deepening the principles of
American Studies programs. The TOEFL exam could not perform only its direct English
language educational duties, but could also be given more authority and an expanded
role in helping American Studies programs spread information about America and the
American people, and even about some other regions of the world. The TOEFL exam
could show a more intercultural approach to the study of United States society and
culture, and serve as a contribution to the mission of universities to provide access,
excellence, diversity, and service to communities.

o Coherence and integration of TOEFL exam material with the selection of themes and of
material for American Studies programs. For instance, the most interesting and exciting
new direction within American Studies is currently “interculturalism.” How well is this
new trend reflected in the TOEFL exam, and how deeply does the TOEFL exam meet
the basic requirements of American Studies programs in addition its own?

¢ Does the TOEFL exam material keep pace with modern trends in developing American
Studies programs all over the world, or does it lag behind?

o Information which is put as the foundation material for the TOEFL exam should be
critically reviewed in order for its users not to be sidelined by our modern life, since
the information which instructors of the TOEFL exam provide their students with will
necessarily add to the definition of their future ability to adaptat appropriately to real
social life.

o The TOEFL exam lacks research work regarding its relation to American Studies, which
can be regarded as a capstone activity in any American university that is aimed at
fostering the capacity of students to investigate difficult social and political problems.
Instructors of the TOEFL exam could help students develop some initial critical thinking
skills to infer from different perspectives, build some distinguishing skills, comparison
and contrast, and synthesis. If taught in parallel with TOEFLKkits, such courses as “Study
Skills” could produce a tremendously favorable teaching effect.

o Ifstudents are trained by TOEFL teachers on a variety of American Studies texts — from
literature and history to music, together with processes of inquiry for analyzing these
texts by honing critical thinking skills, this combination can enable them to analyze
from multiple frameworks, to become better prepared to learn, and to understand
what information to ask for and how to acquire a working knowledge of the language,
concepts, dynamics, information and analytical skills pertinent to a given problem,
process, or phenomenon. Thus, the TOEFL exam could setrve the competencies and
responsibilities of American Studies programs in a more substantial way.

o [tcouldbe quite logistical, by preserving the basic designations of traditional subdivisions
and functions within the English language, to consolidate the values of American Studies
programs.
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o [tisdesirable to attract qualified TOEFL-instruction specialists in order to improve the
methodological grounds for teaching the TOEFL exam in its extended mode.

o [tseems to be helpful to implement possible adaptations of American Studies material
to regional needs (for instance, for its better comprehension) in the TOEFL exam. The
considerable flexibility within American Studies teaching that comes through in the
TOEFL exam may be presented by encouraging TOEFL instructors to construct special
programs, appropriate to the intellectual and geographic interests of ESL foreign
students.

o Improving TOEFL teaching from the point of view of blending its material with more
American Studies content in order to raise students’ interest by including a broader
variety of TOEFL material based on ethnic studies and popular culture topics.?

In conclusion, involving an unprecedented number of individuals, TOEFL is becoming of
vitalimportance in providing a wider acquisition of significant knowledge of American culture
and social reality. Teaching TOEFL can parallel the teaching objects and aims of American
Studies programs to encourage study and research in all areas of American culture and society,
and to promote collaboration and intercommunication between European scholars of the
United States from all parts of Europe and from various disciplines and foreign communities.
The TOEFL Exam should be recommended as an invaluable topic of discussion at American
Studies conferences and symposiums.
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Posb umecmo OUazHoCmuKLL 8 )uebHom
npoyecce

[Texarormaeckne CucTeMbl (QYHKIMOHUPYIOT U PA3BUBAIOTCS HE CTHXHITHO, 4 G1arofiapst
TeIeHATIPABIEHHO JIEATEBHOCTH U YTIPABICHUIO. KAK M IPYTHE COIUAbHBIE CHCTEMBI, TIe-
JIATOTMYECKHE CUCTEMBI IBIAIOTCSA OTKPBITBIMU CUCTEMAMH, B HUX IPOUCXO/IUT IOCTOSHHBI
0OMeH HH(POPMATIUEH, CUCTEMATUYECKH OCYIIECTBIACTCS OOPATHAS CBA3b.

[Tporecc 06y4eHHs COCTABIACT HEHTPATBHOE 3BEHO MEarOIMYECKOI CHCTEMBI, 06€EC-
TEYVBAS YCBOCHUE 3HAHMIA, PA3BUTHE U BOCIIUTAHHE YYAIUXCS, PATH YETO U CYIIECTBYIOT
BCE YPOBHH IEIATOTMYECKOI CHCTEMBL B CBA3H C 3TUM YYEHbIE-HCCTIE/IOBATENH, TPUIABAST
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