INTRODUCTION TO LAW (3 credits)
Law 123 1D 02085
Fall Semester 2011

SYLLABUS
(subject to change)

Instructors: Kanykei Kasybekova
Azamat Zhumashev

Class Meetings Time: M -12:45, W - 12:45, 14:10
OfficeHours: By appointment
Contact Information: Tel:  (312) 661090

E-mail: kasybekova_k@mail.auca.kg
zhumashev_a@mail.auca.kg

I General Description of the Course

Introduction to Law is a 3 credits survey courséjolr will provide students with basic principles
and knowledge of law. The course will introducedsints to different legal systems and address
such issues as establishment of state and langesoof law, hierarchy of legal norms etc. Students
will also be introduced to specific areas of tha lauch as constitutional, international, civil,
criminal law and so on. Throughout the course,aimphasis will be made on interrelation of state
and law, and different branches of law.

[ L earning Outcomes

By the end of the course students should be able to
. Identify origin of state, theories of establigfmhof state and elements of statehood
. Explain the concept of separation of powerspiitgin and potential problematic aspects
. Identify and explain origin of law, theoriesedtablishment of law
. Identify, explain, differentiate and comparerses law around the world
. Formulate rules of interpretation of law
. Describe and compare all legal systems aroumevinld
. Formulate and explain basic principles of défarbranches (areas) of law; analyze operation of
each branches’ institutions and determine mechane&graomposition of the crime, and other’s
branches mechanisms of protection of rights, weath branch is oriented to protect
8. Identify subjects of different branches of lamdaxplain their place in these areas of law
9. Solve hypothetical situations and develop arqumasing sources
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11 Course M aterials

Course materials come from the following sources:



Kyraduna O. E., IIpasosedenue (M3n-8o FOpuct, 2004)
Panyrun A. A., Ilpasosedenue (U3n-8o Lentp, 2003)
Xpomantok B. U., Teopus 'ocydapcmea u Ilpasa, (3a-8o Uatepctuin, 2001)

Ceprees A. I1., [ pasxcoanckoe Ilpaso, 1 yacms, (U31-80 Mocksa, 1998)

3npaBombiciioB b. B., Yeonosnoe Ilpaso P®, obwas wacme, (U31-Bo FOpucts, 1999)

Burns H. Weston, Richard A. Falk, Hilary Charleshdnternational Law and World Order
(West Group, Third Edition, 1997)

7. Daniel H. Cole, Peter Z. Grossmdhijnciples of Law and Economi¢Bearson, 2005)
8. David Bedermaninternational law: a handbook for judge@SIL, 2003)

9. Patrick Fitzgeraldl.ooking at Law: Canada’s legal systéButterworths, 2003)

10. Constitution of the Kyrgyz Republic (KR) 1993;

11.Criminal Code of the KR 1997;

12.Civil Code of the KR 1996.
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v Teaching Program and Assignments

The class will meet twice a week. Students mugtgtiention to the discussion conducted in class.
I will call on students randomlyStudents will be expected to know the material tigagiven them
before hand to read and the material that is givahthe previous sessionsStudents are expected
to prepare the readings and participate in disoassi Students will be assigned to read theoretical
materials for each class. Students are expectbd fwepared for classes to discuss rules, thdory o
the subject, and to review assigned questions.

\ Quizzes and Final Exam

During semester, students will have two Quizzes Bindl Exam in written form. Both, Quizzes
and the Final Exam may include multiple-choice,rslanswer questions, and essays. Each Quiz
will have one fourth of covered material while fhi@al Exam will cover the whole material studied
during semester. There will be review session ooteti before the Final Exam.

VI Academic Conduct/ Course Policies

(1) Students are expected to BE ON TIME for classémstructor marked the student absent in
case that the student is late for the class, lwensidered to be absent for the whole class,
unless excused by instructor.

(2) ATTENDANCE. Class attendance is required. If gtadent misses the class with an
excuse, certificate about the absence must be mess@o later than the next class after
when the student will come.lf the requirements mentioned above are not obsekve
student’s absence is considered unexcuséflthe studentnisses 3 classasithout excuse
or 50% of the whole course (with an excus#)dent is given an “X” grade

(3) The student has to follow ACADEMIC HONESTY codell #ypes of cheating (plagiarism
etc.) are strictly prohibited. If a student faibsobserve this requirement, instructor may give



from an “F” for the work up to an “F” for the wholeourse depending on the type of
assignment and other circumstances.

VIl  Grading

1. Grading will be based on following components:

a) Class participation and Attendance 20 %
b) Quiz#1 20 %
c) Quiz#2 20 %
d) Final Exam 40 %

Class participatiorcan be defined as following: constant participatiorclass, which shows his or
her preparation for the class with either the u$amd/or citation to the home material assignment
that the student was assigned to read or to prepare

2. Grading criteria:

A 94-100% C+ 74-76% D 54-59%
A- 90-93% C 68-73% D- 50-53%
B+ 86-89% C- 64-67% F below 50%
B 80-85% D+ 60-63%

B- 77-79% D 54-59%

VIl Subject Content

THE CONCEPT OF THE STATE
Week 1: () Intro to the course, organizationattena
(b) Origin of the State

(c) State and its elements

(d) Forms of governance the State
(H/W: Find information to determine wheth&aiwan
is considered to be a STATE)

Week 2: (e) Separation of Powers and StructuteeoState
(f) Functions of the State
(H/W: Do the readings and determine the purposesftablishing
separation of powers. Why do states integrate it?)

THE CONCEPT OF THE LAW

(a) Origin of the Law

(b) Social norms

(c) Functions and social role of the Law
(H/W: Determine what is a social norm and findeddt 6 social
norms that exist in our society, your familiesiversity etc.)

Week 3: (e) Law and Morality
(H/W: Do the readings and find the differences law and morality)



Week 4:

Week 4-5:

Week 6:

Week 7:

Week 8:

(d) Sources of the Law
(H/W: Do the readings and determine what is themsaiurce of law
in a country of your citizenship)

LEGAL SYSTEMS
(a) Legal Systems around the world
1) Civil (Continental/Roman) law system
2) Common law system
3) Customary
4) Legal System based on Religion
(H/W: Do the readings and find as many differenases/ou can b/w
different legal systems)

CONSTITUTIONAL LAW
(a) Structure and Division of the Law
(b) Constitutional law as the basis for all branchesssource
(c) Concepts that Constitutional Law covers
(H/W: Do the readings)

(d) Hierarchy of the sources of Law

(e) Institutions under Constitutional law
(H/W: Find Constitution of the country of your g&nship and find
what and how many institutions the constitutionersy

(f) Institutions under Constitutional law
(H/W: Determine the main functions of the Presidéhbvernment,
Parliament and the Courts of the Kyrgyz Republicaading to the
Constitution of the KR)

QUIZ #1

CRIMINAL LAW
(a) Source of Criminal Law
(b) Crime, Criminal Responsibility
(c) Elements of crime
(H/W: Find what negligence is and its types)

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW

CIVIL LAW
(a) Sources of Civil Law, Subjects and Objects
(b) Capacity
(H/W: Find in the Civil Code of the KR at what age
midual receives full capacity, i.e. right to doyhing he/she wants
within the law)



FALL BREAK

Week 9:

Week 10:

Week 11:

Week 12:

Week 13:

Week 14:

Week 15:
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(c) Different areas of Civil Law:

(d) Legal Entities

(H/W: Find the difference between Commercial and-commercial legal
entities according to the Civil Code of the KR)

(e) Property
(H/W: Think of what kind of rights you have towarmur property,
e.g. your clothes etc.)

(f) Contracts
(H/W: Think of what the concept “freedom of contfamvers
what the scope of contract law can cover and wihatlae elements of
contract)

(g) Torts
(H/W: Determine what tort is and describe situatitmstrating it)

QUIZ #2

INTERNATIONAL LAW
(a) Sources of International Law:
1. Treaties
2. Customs
3. General Principles
4. Judicial Decisions and Teachings of most quelifyublicists
(H/W: Do the readings)

(a) Subjects of International Law:
(b) Two concepts of IL
M/ Do the readings)

(c) Sub areas of International Law:
(d) Organizations: International and Non-Governmental/L

(e) Human Rights Law
(H/W: Do the readings)

(f) International Humanitarian Law
(H/W: Do the readings)

(9) International Trade Law
(h) Environmental Law
(H/W: Do the readings)

FINAL EXAM



