COURSE SYLLABUS
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL ASIA
ANTHROPOLOGY DEPARTMENT

ARCHAEOLOGY OF CENTRAL ASIA
ANT 220
Fall 2011

Lecturer: Aida Abdykanova
E-mail: abdykanova@gmail.com
Office hours: by appointment

Class time and venue: (lecture) M.: 8:00 (seminar) W.: 8:00

Course Purpose and Goals:

Archaeology is the study of past cultures and societies through their material remains. We will introduce with
specific features of the archaeology of Central Asia We will get the knowledge about human cultural chronology from
the earliest Paleolithic ages, to the present in the region of Central Asia. You will know more about sites of first people
who settled in prehistoric time, ancient and medieval nomads of Central Asia, development of medieval urban culture,
prosperity of Silk Road and late medieval nomad culture. You can imagine the space of the Central Asian archaeology in
the world. We will also examine exciting discoveries that make the news during the semester. The outline of the course
was built in chronological order.

Course structure/approach: weekly lecture/discussion/active learning activities.

Textbook and required materials
Most of the reading materials are presented in Russian. Please, attend each class for better understanding of content of
the course. All reading materials are available in digital form.

Requirements:

ACADEMIC HONESTY: Cheating, plagiarism and other academic dishonesty are dealt with severely, according to AUCA
policy. Respectful behavior in the classroom is required: do your errands, phone calls, and pit stops before class; turn off
cell phones; do not arrive late, leave early, or otherwise disrupt the class.

CLASS PARTICIPATION: Attendance is mandatory. Each student is expected to come to class prepared and to contribute
to class all discussions and activities. You can expect to lose some participation points if you miss more than one class

for any reason.

REVIEW: Review should be written for one article by student’s choice. The articles will be given to students by teacher.
ORAL PRESENTATION: present a five to ten minute summary of your final project to the whole class

Grading Policy:

Midterm Exam 20%
Final Exam 20%
Review 20%
Presentation 15%
Active participation 15%
Attendance 10%
Total 100%

Grading Scale:

A 96-100%
A- 88-95%
B+ 84-87%
B 77-83%

B- 74-76%


mailto:abdykanova@gmail.com

C+ 70-73%

C 64-69%
C- 61-63%
D+ 56-60%
D 51-55%
D- 46-50%
F <45%

COURSE OUTLINE

Week1. The Central Asia as a region
Week 2. Paleolithic Age

READINGS

Required:

RICHARD S. DAVIS AND VADIM A. RANOV Recent Work on the Paleolithic of Central Asia.. Evolutionary anthropology
LEONID B. VISHNYATSKY. The Paleolithic of Central Asia. Journal of World Prehistory, Vol. 13, No. 1, 1999

Optional:
VISHNYATSKY L.B. The Discovery of Palaeolithic Handaxes in Western Turkmenia : A Preliminary report. Paléorient,

Année 1989, Volume 15, Numéro 2, pp. 95 — 98

JIRI CHLACHULA Pleistocene climate change, natural environments and palaeolithic occupation of the Altai area, west-
central Siberia., Laboratory for Palaeocology, University Zlin, 762 72 Zlin, Czech Republic

MICHELLE GLANTZ, BENCE VIOLA, PATRICK WRINN, TATIANA CHIKISHEVA, ANATOLY DEREVIANKO, ANDREI
KRIVOSHAPKIN, UKTUR ISLAMOV, RUSTAM SULEIMANOV, TERRENCE RITZMAN. New hominin remains from Uzbekistan.
Journal of Human Evolution 55 (2008) 223-237.

Week 3. Mesolithic Age

READINGS

Required:

Me3zonut CCCP, rnasa 16. Me3onut CpegHeit Asum n KasaxcraHa (KOPOBKOB I.®.), c. 149-174. Mocksa, 1989
ABAYCWH [.A. OcHoBbl apxeonoruun. Pasgen 2, rnasa 2. Mesonur.

Optional:

KOPOBKOBA TI.®. Me3onuTuyeckme OXOTHUKM M cobupatenn PepraHckoi ponvHbl // Hosoe u cpeaHeBeKkoBoe O
KbiprbisctaHe. Boinyck 2, buwkek, 1999. C. 23-35.

KOPOBKOBA I.®. Me3onut depraHcKoi L0/MHbI U er0 MeCTO CPeam CUHXPOHHbIX Komnaekcos CpeaHeit Asum // Ow u
depraHa B cTopmyeckomn nepcnektuse. Boinyck 3. buwkek, 2000. C. 43-44.

N1.M. MOCO/JIOBA [ipesHeiumne aHTponompodHble nsobpaxkeHuns Kuprusumu.

. TAMMATAMBETOB. Apxeonorua KasaxcraHa

A. ABDYKANOVA, K. TABALDIEV, E. MURATALIEV, K. AKMATOV The searching for the sites of Stone Age on At-Bashi
rayon in 2007. // MIAK, Bishkek, 2008.

MCNAMOB Y.N. ObuwmpcKas kynbtypa. TawkeHT, 1980.

Week 4. Neolithic Age
READINGS

Required:
Apxeonorua. Pasgen 1. Fnasa 5. Heoant. Mockea, 2006

ABAYCWH A.A. OcHosbl apxeonoruun. Pasgen 2, rnaea 3. Heoaur.

Optional:

Week 5. Eneolithic Age
READINGS

Required:
Apxeonorua. Pasgen 2. [nasa 3 1 7. 3Heonut. Mocksa, 2006

ABAYCWH A.A. OcHoBbl apxeonoruun. Pasgen 2, rnasa 4. JHeONUT.

Optional:

Week 6. Bronze Age



READINGS

Required:

KY3bMMWHA E.E. lpeBHelilune ckoToBoAbl OT Ypana Ao TaHb-LaHA. dpyH3e, 1986
3AJHEMPOBCKUM 10.A. lpeBHe3semneenbueckan KynbTypa ®eprarbl//MUA, 1962.

Optional:
The Archaeology of Mobility. Old World and New World Nomadism. Chapter 17 Variability and Dynamic Landscapes of

Mobile Pastoralism in Ethnography and Prehistory. MICHAEL D. FRACHETTI

Week 7. Transition from Bronze Age to early Iron Age

READINGS

Required:

Nomads of the Eirasian Steppes in the Early Iron Age. Edited by JEANNINE DAVIS-KIMBALL, VLADIMIR A. BASHILOV,
LEONID T. YABLONSKY. Part lll. Saka in the Central Asia, pp. 189-241.

Optional:
Monocbmak H.B. BcagHuKkn YKkoka. HoBocmbupck, 2001.

Week 8. Mid-term Exam

Week 9. Fall break (no class)

Week 10. Epoch of the Great Migration
READINGS

Required:

A.H. BEPHLUTAM KeHKONbCKUI MOTUAbHUK.// ApXeonormyeckue akcneamumm FrocyaapcTseHHOro pmutaxka. Boin. 11, /1.:
1940. 34 c. + 36 Tabn.

Optional:
OABbIJOBA A.B. Apxeonornyeckme namatHUKM CroHHY. Bbin. 2. MBOATWMHCKWUIA apxenornyeckuin komnnekc. Tom. 2.:

MNBONTMHCKNI morunbHUK. —CM6.: LleHTp «[MeTepbyprckoe BoctokoBeaeHue. 1996.
NNEBUHA .M. JxeTblacapckasa KynbTypa. Yactb 3-4. Mocksa, 1994.
3ACELIKAA U.MN. KynbTypa KOYEBHUKOB FOXKHOCMBUPCKMX CTENEW B F'YHHCKYHO 3noxy (KoHew, [V-V BB.). CM6, 1994.

Week 11. Silk Road

READINGS

Required:

MAMJIEEBA /1.A. CTaHOBN€HWE BennKoro WwenKoBoro Nyt B CUCTEME TPAHCLMBUAN3ALLMOHHOIO B3aUMOAENCTBUA
Hapoaos EBpasuun

Optional:
Silk Road Journal

Week 12. Ancient Turks

READINGS

Required:

XYOAKOB HO.C. MpaHCKO-TIOPKCKUIA KYNbTYPHbIN cMM6M03 B LieHTpanbHoM A3unn

KbI3/TACOB /1.P. TIOPKCKO-MPaHCKME KyNbTyPHbIE B3aMMOCBA3M B 3MOXY CPEAHEBEKOBbA (A3bIK, MMCbMEHHOCTb, Pennrusa)

Optional:
KNALWTOPHbIN C.T., CABUHOB A.T. CTenHble umnepuu apesHeit Espasuu. CN6: 2005

ABPAM3O0H C.M. Knprusbl 1 UX STHOreHeTUYeCKME U UCTOPUKO-KYNbTypHble cBA3n. PpyHse, 1990.
LLEP A.A. KameHHble n3BaaHua Cemunpeuba. MockBa-/leHnHrpaz 1966.

XYOAKOB 0.C, ipeBHue TiopKM Ha EHMcee. HoBocnbupck 2004.

TABATANEB K.LU. KypraHbl cpegHeBeKoBbIX KoueBbIX naemeH TaHb-LLaHA. - buwkek, 1996.

Week 13. Late Medieval Nomads
READINGS

Required:
. TAMMATAMBETOB. Apxeonorua KasaxcTaHa

Optional:


http://kronk.narod.ru/library/klashtorny-savinov-2005.htm

Week 14. Medieval Urban Culture
READINGS

Required:
FOPAYEBA B.[. CpeaHeBeKOBbIe rOPOACKME LLEHTPbI U apXUTEKTYPHble aHCambaun Kuprusmm. - dpyHse, 1983.

Optional:
MACCOH B.M. KynbTyporeHes LleHTpanbHoli Asuun. CN6., 2006

MYrAYEHKOBA T.A., PEMNME/Tb M.WN. Ouepku uckyccrea LleHTpanbHon Asuun. M., 1982

BAMMNAKOB K.M. CpesHeseKoBble ropoga KasaxctaHa Ha Bennkom LLenkosom nytu. Anmartbl, 1998.

MAMJ/EEBA /1.A. CraHoBneHune Benukoro LllenkoBoro nytM B cucTeme TPaHCUMBUAU3ALMOHHOIO B3aMMOAENCTBUSA
Hapoaos EBpasuu //VITA ANTIQUA.N22. —Kunes, 1999. —C.53-61.

FOPAYEBA B.A. Nopog 3on0T1oro Bepbatoga. pyHse, 1988.

Week 15. close the gap
Week 16. Final Exam



	AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL ASIA
	ARCHAEOLOGY OF CENTRAL ASIA
	ANT 220
	Fall 2011


