The American University of Central Asia
Department of Sociology
SOC 373 Transformation in Post-Communist Countries
Course Syllabus, SPRING 2014

Instructor: Mehrigiul Ablezova, MA in Sociology Eait: mehrigiul@gmail.com
Class hours: T., Th.: 10:50, Rooms 324 and 403 0IO67, Credits: 3.0
Office phone: 661119 / ext. 226 Office hours: bpa@ptment

Course Description

This course provides a critical examination oféesenomic, political, social, and cultural dimensaf post-
Communist transformation. It will examine diffetéheories of systems of collapse, systemic chaage,
dimensions of transition, invite comparative analyd different transformation paths, and exploagous aspects
of the processes of change, such as the impatitefellapse on state-society relations, ethel@ious, and
gender identities, and patterns of adaptation. f¥esrwill be drawn from a wide variety of post-Coomist
countries, yet, students will be encouraged througthe course to examine current policy dilemmas i
Kyrgyzstan and other Central Asian countries inrtheader comparative and theoretical contexts.

Texts
The required readings will be distributed one weedr the deadline. Supplementary readings wilabailable on

Reserve in the Main Library.

Balcerowicz, L. (1995). Socialism, Capitalism, Tramafation Budapest: Central European University Press.

Gal, S. & Kligman, G. (2000). The Politics of Gend#ter SocialismPrinceton, NJ: Princeton University Press.

Holmes, L. (1997). Post-Communism: An Introducti@ambridge: Polity Press.

Luong, P. J. (Ed.). (2004). The Transformation ofi€# Asia: States and Societies from Soviet Ruled@pendencdthaca and London:
Cornel University Press.

Outhwaite, W. & Ray, L. (2005)._Social Theory ammsommunismOxford: Blackwell Publishing.

Smith, G. (Ed.). (1996). The Nationalities Quesiiothe Post-Soviet Statelsondon and New York: Longman.

Yurchak, A. (2006). Everything Was Forever, UntiWas No MorePrinceton and Oxford: Princeton University Press.

Assessment Rationale

1. Attendance and Participation (30% of thetotal grade)

The theoretical and policy issues at the hearisfdourse remain subject to debate and disagréemaocademia,
in the mass media, and in the public domain. tihésefore a course in which class debate, andahstructive
exchange of ideas is central to its (and your csucpess. Students are expected actively to pateip class: that
IS, to come to class having done the assignedmgadind ready to discuss them with your colleag&sdents
should be attentive and polite towards their cgjless. Although activity is appreciated, simpléesteent of
opinion not supported by valid argument will nadeo receiving a high participation grade. Meitiing
passively in class does not count as participatiad,is unlikely to earn you a high grade on these!
Attendance will be taken each time we meet, andestis missing more than four classes without geadan, will
have their grade penalized at the rate of 5 pgiatsubsequent class missed. Students who aré/eteaking no
effort to pay attention in a given class (or whavie the room for excessively lengthy periods oy/pise electronic
devices, i.e. cell phones, in class) will be codrge absent for it.

Guidelines for Evaluating Participatidine guidelines have been adopted from Prof. Tyler syllabus
(http://brown.edu/Administration/Sheridan_Center/docs/Class_Particip.pdf).

‘A’ — Outstanding Contributor: Ideas offered ateays substantive, provide one or more major irnsigis well as
direction for the discussion. Challenges are wedlssantiated and persuasively presented. If tbdesit were not a
member of the class, the quality of discussion @dnd diminished markedly.

‘B’ — Good Contributor: Ideas offered are usuallypstantive, provide good insights and sometimesction for
the discussion. Challenges are well substantiatddb#ien persuasive. If this student were not a berof the
class, the quality of discussion would be dimingshe

‘C’ — Adequate Contributor: Ideas offered are saimes substantive, provide generally useful insigfutisseldom
offer a new direction for the discussion. Challengee sometimes presented, fairly well substawtjated are
sometimes persuasive. If this student were notralee of the class, the quality of discussion wdadd
diminished.

‘D’ — Unsatisfactory Contributor: Ideas offered aeddom substantive, provide few if any insightd aaver a
constructive direction for the discussion. Integgatomments and effective challenges are abdehisistudent
were not a member of the class, valuable air-timmaldvbe saved.
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‘F’ — Non-Participant: This person says little atining during discussion. Hence, there is not ayadte basis for
evaluation. If this student were not a member efdlass, the quality of discussion would not bengied.

2. Two AQCIs(2*10%=20% of thetotal grade)
An “AQCI" is a short (2-3 pagesjtructured andcritical response to a particular text or texts which atda that
section of the course. Writing AQCIs is intendedhelp you to do three things:
a) toread, comprehend and analyze the texts
b) to begin to identify the connections (and contrdits) between different texts within and between
different sections of the course
c) to connect what you read to your own experience taryour studies in other classes at AUCA.

Timely completion of AQCIs is essential: your graxiét be penalized if they are late — 5% for eacly dfter the
deadline.

AQCI stands forArgument, Question, Connections, andimplications. It is a structured response to one of the
readings set for the particular section of the seurEach AQCI should be structured so as to ieclbd following
six elements:

1. CENTRAL QUOTATION. Quote a sentence (or excerptsrf linked sentences) from the text (or texts) that
you think is central to the author’s (or authoexument(s). Always cite the text and page fronciviyou are
quoting.

2. ARGUMENT. In a few (perhaps 3-4) sentences, stétat you understand the author’s (or authors’) iaitpl
or explicit argument to be in the text that you @aferring to. You should state both what you khime author
is arguing for, and what s/he is arguing against.

3. QUESTION. Raise a question which you think is nulyfor satisfactorily answered by the text. THiesld
be a question of interpretation, rather than just of fact.

4. EMPIRICAL CONNECTION, LOGICAL COHERENCE. In a fevestences, say how the argument that you
have mentioned is confirmed or contradicted by yawn experience or common sense. In your experjésce
the author’s argument plausible or problematic, &hg? Does the author’s argument make logical SeAse
there flaws or omissions in the argumentation?theee areas where it over-simplifies, over-geneedalior
draws implausible conclusions on the basis of tieesce presented?

5. TEXTUAL CONNECTION. How does the argument of thgt{s) you are referring to connect with, support,
contradict or undermine the observation or arguroésbme other text which you have come acrossis) or
any other AUCA course. If you can, present a qfrate the other text (citing it properly) and expléow, in
your opinion, the present text's argument contitadidth, confirms, clarifies, elaborates or in soway
interacts with the other text's argument or point.

6. IMPLICATIONS. In a few sentences, discuss what ook are the implications of this argument aredar
understanding of some aspect of the social wdrldvhat way does the argument shed light on waysawme
improve relations between individuals and groupscarrent policy dilemmas facing post-Communistesta
or on the political, social and cultural systene tthape and are shaped by “transition”?

You may find it helpful (at least initially), toYaout your answer as six separate elements. Wherfiegb more
confident, you might want to try linking the si>eatents of the answer into a single, continuousoresg So long
as your AQCI is comprehensible, faults of Englisiangmar and style will not be penalized in the amvest. It is
much better that you attempt to express your itieas that you produce a text that is grammaticsdiynd, but
thoroughly unoriginal.

3. Presentation of the article and moder ation of the class discussion (20% of thetotal grade)

Each student will be asked to introduce the sendismussion at least once during the course. Yeuagive just
a brief discussion of the debates and ideas raigdide text(s) in question (since everyone in fhexshould be
familiar with them). This overview is supposed dbrief starting point for class discussion anttéxt. You
should therefore focus on thinking about the broadestions raised by the texts, on making the ectons
between the general and the supplementary readits,

4. Resear ch paper (30% of thetotal grade)

Students will conduct research project on the topiteir own choosing.
The research paper should contain the followingaes:

1. Satement of Problem/ Introduction
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The research topic should address different dinsensi transformation that took place in post-sasialounters.
Describe what precisely you intend to investigate why it is important to study this question. Téétion should
grab attention of the audience and introduce theethe topic. To “hook” your reader you can use laiag,
interesting facts, cases. However, remember thatye working on a scholarly piece of work therefgou should
avoid overgeneralization and strive to be value-fre

2. Review of Literature

In this section you should synthesize the relepagnious research and weave the arguments of sthefars to
your own arguments. Make sure to demonstrate Vileat étical perspective you are using and to defihe
concepts.

3. Methods

Describe the methods, measurement and samplingndesinployed in your study. You can collect emplrdata
yourself or analyze secondary data.

4. Findings

In this section you should present the researalitse¥ ou can use tables, diagrams, excerpts inbenviews, etc.
5. Conclusion

Since this is too often the only part of a papat #ome individuals read it is important to reitenrahat you
intended to discover and what, in fact, you found.

6. References

At the end of your paper include (alphabeticallyfipst authors' last names) all materials citegionr paper. The
papers will be written in APA style

Assessment Criteria

Criteria %
Attendance and participation 30%
Two AQCIs 20%
Presentation of the article and moderation of thescdiscussion 20%
Research paper 30%
TOTAL (possible points) 100%

Gradeswill be assigned based on the following ranges:

Grade Percent
A Over 95%
A- 90 — 94%
B+ 85 - 89%
B 80 — 84%
B- 75 —79%
C+ 70 —74%
C 65— 69%
C- 60 — 64%
D 55 - 59%
F Under 54%

Academic Integrity

Academic integrity is the pursuit of scholarly aii free of fraud and deception and is an educatiobjective of the
American University of Central Asia. It includdsit not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, fabricatiof information and
citations, facilitating acts of academic dishondsfyothers, submitting work of another person orkymreviously used
without informing the instructor, tampering withetcademic work of another student, and lying ¢aditistructor.
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Schedule of Classes*

*This schedule is subject to changes. You are mesipte for any changes announced during
lectures/seminars despite your absences.

[¢)

Week Dates | Topic | Reading
WK1 Jan 14 | Introduction to the content of the course. Coutgedaiives, structure, requirements,
Jan 16 | grading system, academic writing guidelines.
I. Introduction: Theorizing transition
WK 2 Jan 21 What was Communism Outhwaite, W. and Ray, L. (eds) (2005) Theory atterFall, in
and why did it collapse? Social Theory and Postcommunism. (pp. 7-24). Oxfoiid:
Blackwell Publishing Ltd,
Jan 23 | Perestroika and the end| Hale, H. (1999). The Strange Death of theeSt/nion:
of the Soviet Union: Nationalism, Democratization, and Leadership (POMNAR
competing Working Paper Series N012). Retrieved January @24 2from
interpretations http://csis.org/files/media/csis/pubs/ruseur wp .0dP
WK3 Jan 28 Holmes, L. (1997). Theories of the Collapse of Camist
Power. Cambridge, UK: Polity Press
Jan 30 Transition(s) to what? Kuzio, T. (2001 )ari&ition in Post-Communist States: Tripl
or Quadriple?Palitics, 21(3), 168-177
I1. Surviving the Drop: the Social L egacy of Economic Reform
WK 4 Feb 4 A macro-economic McMann, K. (2007). The shrinking of the Welfare t8taCentral
approach: case study of Asians’ Assessment of Soviet and Post-Soviet Garere. In J.
Central Asian “shock Sahadeo & R. Zanca (Ed&Yeryday Lifein Central Asia (pp. 233-
therapy” 247). Bloomington and Indianapolis, US: Indiana \émsity Press
Feb 6 Luong, P. (2004). Economic “Decentralization” inzékhstan:
Causes and Consequences. In Luong, P. (Hak)Transformation of
Central Asia (pp. 182-210). Ithaca and London, UK: Cornell
University Press
WK5 Feb 11 | Dealing with economic | Kamp, M. (2004). Between Women and the State: Mahal
collapse: household Committees and Social welfare in Uzbekistan. Inngyd®. (Ed.)The
coping strategies and Transformation of Central Asia (pp. 29-58). Ithaca and London, UK:
social networks Cornell University Press
Feb 13 Reevs, M. (2007). Travels in the Margins of thet&taveryday
Geography in The Fergana valley Borderlands. Bahadeo & R.
Zanca (Eds.[pveryday Lifein Central Asia (pp. 233-247).
Bloomington and Indianapolis, US: Indiana Universiress

AQCI 1isdueon the 15th of February

[11. Governing through Crime: the Social Context of Corruption and Crime

WK6 Feb 18 | The Social Context of | Brother (Russianbpar, translit. Brat) is a 1997 Russian crime film
Crime directed by Aleksei Balabanov
Feb 20 | Organized Crime, Kupatadze, A. (2012)0rganized Crime, Political Transitions and
Political Transitions and State Formation in Post-Soviet Eurasia. (pp. 46-89). New York, NY:
State Formation in Post- Palgrave Macmillan _ _ _ _
WK7 Feb 25 | goviet Eurasia Kupatadze, A. (2012)0rganized Crime, Political Transitions and
Sate Formation in Post-Soviet Eurasia. (pp. 153-180). New York,
NY: Palgrave Macmillan
V. Ingtitutional Change and Palitical Continuity
Feb 27 | Institutional Change and Luong P. (2008). Institutional Change and PolitiCahtinuity in
Political Continuity Post-Soviet Central Asia. (pp. 189-212). New Ytk,: Cambridge
University Press
WK8 Mar 4 Collins, K. (2003). The Political Role of Clans@entral Asia.
Comparative Politics, 35 (2), 171-190
Mar 6 Werner, C. (2000). Gifts, Bribes, and Developmarost-Soviet
KazakhstanHuman Organization, 59(1), 11-22.
WK9 Mar 11 Spring break
Mar 13
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V.IDENTITIESIN TRANSITION

WK 10 Mar 18 | Culture and Language | Adams, L. (2004). Cultural Elites in Uzbe#&is. Ideological
Production and the State. In Luong, P. (Ethe
Transformation of Central Asia (pp. 39-119). Ithaca and
London, UK: Cornell University Press .

Mar 20 Dave, B. (2004). Language Policy and Implementaition
Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan. In Luong, P. (Ethe
Transformation of Central Asia (pp. 120-155). Ithaca and
London, UK: Cornell University Press

WK 11 Mar 25 | Youth in transition Krimse S. (2010). In the marketplace fotestyand identities:
globalization and youth culture in southern KyrggrsCentral
Asian Qurvey, 29 (4), 389-403

Mar 27 Roche S. (2010). From youth bulge to conflict: ¢thse of
Tajikistan.Central Asian Qurvey, 29 (4), 405-419

WK 12 Aprl Gender and gender Werner, C. (2004). Women, Marriage and thadvwabtate: The
violence Rise of the Nonconsensual Bride Kidnapping in FRistiet
Kazakhstan. In Luong, P. (EdThe Transformation of Central
Asia (pp. 59-89). Ithaca and London, UK: Cornell Umsrty
Press

Apr 3 Fathi, H. (2011). Female mullahs, healers, anddesadf
Central Asian Islam: gendering the old and newsrotepost-
Communist societies. In Canfield, R. & Rasuly-Pa&¢ G.
Ethnicity, Authority, and Power in Central Asia:\W&ames
Great and Small. (pp. 174-195). New York, NY: Redte

WK 13 Apr 8 Sexuality in transition | Moldosheva, A. 2012. Moderately passionai| trained”:
discourse on sexuality in Kyrgyzstan. Norwegiastitnte of
International Affairs (NUPI) and Regional Competenc
Building for Think-Tanks in the South Caucasus &@edtral
Asia

Apr 11 Wilkinson, C. & Kirey, A. (2010). What's in a naméd he
personal and political meaning of “LGBT” for nontbeosexual
and transgender youth in Kyrgyzst&@&entral Asian Survey, 29
(4), 485-499

WK 14 Apr 15 | Religion Recovering Roberts, S. (2007). Everyday Negotiationkstafim in Central
faith: the revival and re4{ Asia: Practicing Religion in the Uyghur Neighborldaaf Zarya
working of religious Vostoka in Almaty, Kazakhstam J. Sahadeo & R. Zanca (Eds.
identities Everyday Lifein Central Asia (pp. 339-354). Bloomington and
Indianapolis, US: Indiana University Press

Apr 17 Hann, C. & Pelkmans, M. (2009). Realigning Religiaomd
Power in Central Asia: Islam, Nation-State and {Pos
Socialism.Europe-Asia Sudies, 61 (9), 1517-1541

AQCI 2isdueon the 18th of April

WK 15 Apr 22 | Communities Liu, M. (2007). A Central Asidale of Two Cities: Locating

Lives and Aspirations in a Shifting Post-Soviety€itapeln J.
Sahadeo & R. Zanca (Ed&Yeryday Lifein Central Asia (pp.66-84).
Bloomington and Indianapolis, US: Indiana Univer$iress

VI. Civil society and political participation

Apr 24 Buxton Charles. 201The Struggle for Civil Society in Central
Asia. Sterling, VA: Kumarian Press (pp. 25-46)
WK 16 Apr 29 Buxton Charles. 201The Sruggle for Civil Society in Central

Asia. Sterling, VA: Kumarian Press (pp. 127-152)

May 1 No classes

Finalsweek: The final paper is due on th& 8f May




