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New Year in A winter Farewell

Kyrgyzstan evening Kiss to...
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ew Year is one of the most antic-

ipated holidays in the world. This

day is full of miracles while people

enter a new year by making many
plans for life. Snow outside the window, hot
chocolate, ginger cookies — all of these things
contribute to the magical atmosphere associ-
ated with the celebration of the New Year. Not
only does the holiday bring magic with it, but
it also brings families together. Some believe
that those with whom we “enter” the new year
will be with us throughout the next one.
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Kyrgyz people treat this holiday with trepida-
tion because one of the main components of
the Kyrgyz mentality is cohesion and family
comfort. The holiday euphoria grips people
as early as the beginning of December. Store
shelves are filled with New Year’s assort-
ments: Christmas toys, delicious delicacies,
tangerines, and oranges. Many people try to
wrap up their remaining unresolved chores
to make room for new opportunities in the
upcoming year.

People set the table with a lot of delicious
food and decorate their houses by putting
Christmas trees and ornaments in the yard.
While someone in the kitchen is cooking all
kinds of goodies, the atmosphere in the house
is maintained by the sounds coming from the
TV, which has on everyone’s favorite movies:
“Home Alone,” “The Irony of Fate,” “Enjoy Your
Bath!” and others. Usually, my family and our
relatives try to spend this holiday together by
gathering in Balykchy. The New Year’s atmos-
phere is full of magic and family comfort. It
is the most magical, the most beautiful, the
most mysterious, and the funniest holiday! |
am sure that this year’s celebration will be
even more exciting, and the coming year will
only bring happiness and joy!

Amaliia Abubakirova
JMC-122
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A NEW EPOCH AND
YEAR BOTHBEGIN
IN 2023

n the New Year, a new era begins

for people and countries of the

world as a whole. The New Year is

not only the end of the outgoing year
and the beginning of a new one but also
a time of new achievements and feats.
It is the best time to start a new chap-
ter in life for personal growth and devel-
opment of people’s lives. In addition, ev-
eryone has their own goals and attitudes
for life, and the coming year is an oppor-
tunity for a person to realize new ideas
and beginnings. Despite the magical at-
mosphere and mood of the holidays, joy-
ful sad events have recently occurred in
many countries, such as Covid 19, wars,
crises, environmental disasters, insta-
bility, and many other events. That is, it
seems that every year the situation will

A winter evening

On a bleak day

On the bench of a sidewalk

Sat the crestfallen man.

The shaking cigarette between his fingers,
A suffocating silence in his worn eyes
Staring at the slippery pavement.

The man started singing under his breath,
“Jingle bells, jingle bells

Jingle all the way..

Where did his mind fly?

Nobody knows.

Perhaps the haunting memories arrived
And took him

To the idle hours of a winter evening,
Filled with the smell of dust and smoke.
Just like the smoke of a cigarette

How fast, how unexpectedly

Arrived adulthood,

Without a spontaneous willingness.

He lived the adventures,

Walked through the autumn leaves,
Smoked in pain,

Cried in the darkness,

Laughed fearlessly,

And lived the moments,

He really did.

Zainab Amirzai
ECO-120

worsen and be complicated by various social and economic problems for humanity in the twenty-first cen-
tury. Recent years have been a great challenge for people around the globe, but | believe that we will not
give up and will build a better future for ourselves and the next generations. In addition, | want 2023 to be
a decisive and crucial year for humanity in life for the better. | firmly believe and know that we will pass
this test and get our lives back on track. | hope that the upcoming year will have less negativity and more
positive news and events. For the coming year, | wish everyone the fulfillment of all goals and objectives,
as well as good health, success, and luck in any of their endeavors.
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JOINT VIRTUAL DISCUSSION WITH THE
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF NIGERIA
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Hearing the slave and slavery words takes us back
to the late 18th century when Atlantic slavery trad-
ing reached its peak. While the world welcomed
the International Day for the Abolition of Slavery on
the 2nd of December, it is shocking to mention that
slavery has not ended in the 21st century. Instead, it
just has been transformed in a modern way, making
it difficult to notice until we dig deeper. Unfortunate-
ly, women are the main victims of this new face of
slavery in the present time. Getting influence from
this, the 7th virtual meeting between the American
University of Central Asia (AUCA) and the American
University of Nigeria (AUN) took place on the 26th
of November to mainly discuss the ways to elimi-
nate female slavery in present times.

Students from both universities identified the mod-
ern ways of slavery in their countries, Afghanistan,
Kyrgyzstan, Nigeria, China, Tajikistan, and Uzbeki-
stan. It was wondrous that all students came up
with the same contemporary forms of modern fe-
male slavery, showing that despite the geographical
places, cultural, language and religious differences,
women experience the same kind of present-time
slavery. Students described modern slavery in

many forms, such as child marriage, forced mar-
riage, forced labor, sex trafficking, and domestic
servitude, which is a type of forced labor where a
person is available 24 hours for another person’s
service. It was very dreadful hearing about the debt
bandage form of women’s slavery, where women
will be given to the lender if the borrower is not able
to pay the debt principle, typically using women as
personal assets.

Among the ways to be paved to eliminate female
slavery in modern times, educating women and
making them financially independent was the most
repeated solution discussed. Furthermore, putting
the government’s role forward, the members of
the meeting stated that government should create
a law to eliminate women’s slavery. Specifically,
an anti-child marriage law, and anyone not obey-
ing this law, should be punished. Also, the gov-
ernment should create more job opportunities for
women with equal payment for their work. Another
discussed solution was raising awareness about
women’s slavery in society by the government and
other organizations, and encouraging the victims to
speak up and launch the anti-slavery movements.

The most interesting solution which got my atten-
tion was involving private NGOs in the anti-slavery
movement by creating references where the slav-
ery victims could reach out for help and get empow-
ered. Then these empowered victims can identify
the reasons for slavery through their experiences
and start anti-slavery movements strongly and ef-
ficiently.

As a host, it was a tragedy for me to hear some fe-
male students arguing against the equal pay law of
females and males in the workplace, claiming that
men are usually the bread owner of families. Thus,
they should be paid more than females. But one
should never blame women for undermining their
own power and abilities and label them as anti-own
gender. For centuries women have been treated as
a second gender and they believe it till these days.
Indeed, if the vision is a world free of women’s slav-
ery, education and empowering women should be
the goal.

Zainab Hashemi
BA-121
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VOX POP: If you were Santa

Claus, what presents would you give
people for this New Year?
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Venyamyn Johnson, Las-118

If | were Santa Claus, | would give everyone a comfort pet. It could
depend on the person. A puppy, a kitten, a bunny, or even a bird.
Just a little companion for them to love and feel close to during
those lonely moments at home when you are stressing about stud-
ies. So they will never feel lonely and always have a little friend for
positivity <3

Maria Kurmanova, ANTH - 121

Santa’s job is to make people happy :)
If | were Santa Claus, | would study throughout the year what people
need for happiness, and for Christmas, | would give people this hap-

piness W)
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Dzhaparova Maginur, Soc-121

If | were Santa Claus, | would give people strong health. | feel like
people tend to underestimate the importance of it. After it, I'd make
all of their other wishes and dreams come true!

Bermet, SEFW - 121

A 6b1 nogapuna Habop KapTO4YeK C pasHbl-
MW 3a4aHNAMKW ANA Apy3en, Unn xxe Habop
C ngeAamun OnAa HeobblYHbIX CBMOAHMA ONA
napoyek. Tak>ke KnaccHbIM NOAapKom AB-
NAEeTCA COBMECTHOE MyTewecTBME B OYEHb
YIOTHOE, KpacmBO€e MEeCTO C FrOTOBOW passre-
KaTenbHOM NPOrpaMmon, e0oun N XXUNbEM.

[dpyron nogapok 3TO O6WM KypcC, Ha
KOTOPbIM MOXXHO XOAMUTb BMECTE C OPY3bAMUN
N Hay4nTCA YeMy-HMOyab HOBOMY 3a 3UMHME
KaHukynbl. Bce wnpen ob6bepuHATCA
YIOTHBIMU U TENMBIMXA MOMEHTaMWN, KOTOPbIE
co3nanyT He3abblBaemble BOCMOMUHAHMUA,
yKpalarT Hally XXWU3Hb 1 pagyoT KaXXabli
OEHD).



Farewell Kiss to Aizada Sulaimankulova

“Sometimes people don’t have enough words to describe their feelings. It is
exactly the case. I still remember when I first crossed the threshold of the
campus... The atmosphere was saturated with freedom and courage. It was

university community did not inspire me. Looking back on the past, I want
to express my gratitude to the people I met at the AUCA. I have learned a lot
from this experience both in terms of academic knowledge and life lessons”.

Open Doors Day, which impressed me and inspired me to apply to study

at the AUCA. Time flew quickly. Despite online education, student life has
never ceased to be boring. Even at home, the desire to do something for the
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Even though Aizada is an
extrovert who adopted me,
ironically, | approached her
first during our meeting right
after French for beginners
class. She was struggling to
put shelves in her locker, and
| got too curious and decided
to talk to find out what the
hell she was doing. | want
to thank her for a good time
during lunch and our talks in
room 211. We’re graduating
this year, and | wish both of
us luck with our next chapter
in the big world of adults.

P.S. Aizada from the future,
if you’re reading this let me
know who won our bet. The
one about who would get
married first from our friend
group, cause | am pretty sure
Il win.

Rakhilya Torogul kyzy
ES-119

| have known Aizada since
our freshmen year. Even
though we were not such
close friends at that time,
now, we have a group of
three close friends - me,
Aizada, and Yasmina. | am
grateful for having such won-
derful girls in my life! We al-
ways joke that Aizada is the
busiest person in our group
because she always has
work to do. | have rarely seen
a person who might have the
same desire to participate in
any event or extracurricular
activity, especially the New
Star. | even remember one of
her first newspaper columns
in which she wrote a new
year’s tale about love. Aizada
is a very tender and sensual
girl, and this is how all her
stories and poems turn out. |
wish her only the most beau-
tiful things in life, as well as
perseverance and striving
for her goals. | know that she

Mo3uumA aBTOPOB
cTaTeun He Bcerga
coBnapaeT C

nosuumen pea.
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Editor-in-chief:
Niloufar Rafat

Aizada Sulaimankulova
‘ ES-119

- N

w p L

will succeed in everything
in this life.

NATCTBUA” — 3TO NPAM MpPo
Anzapgy. A o4eHb pag, 4To
NO3HAKOMWJICA C HEW, N YTO
Mbl BMECTe MpOoLLIn Yyepes
WwKony u yHusepcuteT. OHa
TOT CaMbli HACTOALLMIA OpYT,
apy>xo6a v obLieHne ¢ KoTo-
pbIM NPOAOCHKUTCA 1 Nocse
Hallero C Hel Bbinycka.

Aiana Sharsheeva
Eco-119

A 3Hakom ¢ Ain3agom eLle co
wkonbl. OHa Bcerpa Bblae-
nAnacb CBOEN aKTUBHOCTLIO,
KakK BO BPEMSA LUKOJIbHbIX 3a-
HATWUI, Tak U BO BpPeMA Ka-
KNX-TO MeponpuATUn. Mbl ¢
Heu eLle B CTapLumx Knaccax
BEJN KOHKYPCbI M LUKOSIbHbIE
npasgHuKW. MNMoctynme Mbl
BmecTe B AYLIA Ha dhakysb-
TeT European Studies, Hawa
apy>xx6a ctana Tonbko Kpen-
ye. Hawa TpaguumnA Bectun
MEepONPUATMA NPOLAOIIKU-
nacb 1 B HaleM yH1BepCcu-
TeTe. C Hen Bceraa npuATHO
paboTaTtb, MOTOMY YTO Mbl
naeanbHO AOMNOMHANW apyr
apyra Ha cueHe, NpAaM Kak
WHb n AH. OHa Bcerpa 6bina
n 6yoet MmakcmmasibHO Mno-
3NTUBHbBIM N XXN3HEpPaaocCT-
HbIM YesI0BEKOM, KOTOpanA
roToBa NOMoOYb U noanep-
»XXaTb BO BPEMA COXHbIX
nepnogosB B XXM3HU. OHa
Bcerga ynolbaetcAa n cme-
eTcA, Aaxe Hag MouMMU
HECMELWHbIMU WYTKaMU.
Ainzaga nocToAHHO nNpobyeT
4YTO-TO HOBOE: B €€ roJio-
BE OFPOMHOE KO/NYEeCTBO
naen, KoTopble OHa Xo4eT
peannaoBaTb. BeipaxkeHue
“BUXKY LeNb, HE BUXY npe-

Beloborodov Oleg
ES-2019
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